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House Approves “Kreiner Fix” Legislation
House Bill 4680 restores rights of severely injured auto accident victims 

LANSING, MI — The Coalition Protecting Auto No-Fault (CPAN) applauded the Michigan House of Representatives today for passing House Bill 4680, which restores the right of a seriously injured auto accident victim to collect noneconomic, quality of life damages from at-fault drivers.  The bill, sponsored by Rep. Mark Meadows (D-East Lansing), passed by a vote of 68 yes votes to 42 no’s.  

House Bill 4680 amends Michigan’s Auto No-Fault Act to redefine the injury severity threshold that accident victims must meet before recovering non-economic, quality of life damages for serious personal injuries caused by negligent and drunk drivers.  The threshold was raised through the controversial 2004 Supreme Court decision Kreiner v. Fischer.     


“Today was a giant step toward giving accident victims the right to seek justice,” said Brain Injury Association of Michigan President and CPAN Spokesman Michael Dabbs.  “The Kreiner decision has left hundreds of auto accident victims without any recourse to seek justice against negligent and drunk drivers.”
The debate on the Kreiner ruling stems from a vigorously contested 2004 Michigan Supreme Court decision that redefined the legislature’s 1995 adoption of the phrase, “serious impairment of body function,” to a definition that stated “the course or trajectory,” of the victim’s life had to be altered and that, “for the most part,” victims need to be unable to live normal lives due to injuries that were, “pervasive and extensive.”  
“The definition of ‘serious impairment of body function’ adopted by the legislature in 1995 was intended to weed out frivolous lawsuits,” said Dabbs.  “The Kreiner decision took the legislature’s definition a step further by preventing accident victims with legitimate and severe injuries from recovering damages from the at fault driver.”    
Since the Kreiner ruling, there have been approximately 230 unpublished Court of Appeals decisions that implemented its severe limitations.  Of those 230 cases, the innocent victims lost 186 times – a loss rate of 81 percent.  
Dabbs noted that, in the past, similar legislation had not received enough bipartisan support to reach the governors desk, but remained optimistic. 
 “In previous legislative sessions, proposed bills – in addition to fixing the Kreiner decision – had always offered much broader reforms.  House Bill 4680 is a very narrow, laser-like fix that restores the definition of ‘serious impairment of bodily function,’ to the original intent of the legislature.” said Dabbs.  
CPAN is a broad-based coalition that includes health care organizations, the disability community, patients’ rights advocates, organized labor, lawyers, doctors and hospitals who have joined together to be a collective voice to protect and preserve Michigan’s model auto no-fault system and ensure affordability and access to quality medical and rehabilitative care and the right to recover non-economic damages from the negligent and drunk driver.
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